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It is only by making ourselves little 
that we become great; it is only by 
creating emptiness that Heaven has a 
place to fill.   
The Ven. Fulton J. Sheen (1895 –1979) 

† 
A PRAYER BEFORE MASS 
Almighty God, to Whom all hearts 
are open, all desires known, and from 
Whom no secrets are hidden; cleanse 
the thoughts of our hearts by the  
inspiration of Your Holy Spirit, that 
we may perfectly love You, and  
worthily magnify Your Holy Name. 
Through Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

+Please use this time to before Mass to 
pray and try to keep noise to a minimum 
so as to allow others to prepare well, too. 
 

+Please join in with the service with the 
words printed in BOLD. 
 

PLEASE STAND  
when the sacristy bell rings. 

 

Introit Hymn 
Hymns Old & New 684 
Thou, Whose almighty word 
chaos and darkness heard, 
and took their flight; 
hear us, we humbly pray, 
and where the gospel day 
sheds not its glorious ray, 
let there be light. 
 

Thou, Who didst come to bring 
on Thy redeeming wing, 
healing and sight, 
health to the sick in mind, 
sight to the inly blind, 
O now to humankind 
let there be light. 
 

Spirit of truth and love, 
life-giving holy Dove, 
speed forth Thy flight; 
move on the water’s face, 
bearing the lamp of grace, 
and in earth’s darkest place 
let there be light. 
 

Holy and blessèd Three, 
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glorious Trinity, 
Wisdom, Love, Might; 
boundless as ocean’s tide 
rolling in fullest pride, 
through the earth far and wide 
let there be light. 
 

INTRODUCTION 
All the earth shall bow down before 
You, O God, and shall sing to You, 
shall sing to Your Name, O Most 
High. Psalm 65.4  
 

In the Name of the Father, † and of 

the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

The Priest introduces the Mass and invites the 
Faithful to join him in confessing their sins 
and seeking Almighty God’s forgiveness. 
 

Penitential ACT 
Almighty God,  
our heavenly Father, 
we have sinned against You  
and against our neighbour, 
in thought, and word, and deed, 
through negligence,  
through weakness, 
We strike our chest. 
through our own deliberate fault. 
We are truly sorry  
and repent of all our sins. 
For the sake of Your Son,  
Jesus Christ, Who died for us,  
forgive us all that is past, 
and grant that we may serve You  
in newness of life 
to the glory of Your Name.  
Amen. 

ABSOLUTION 
The Priest pronounces God’s forgiveness to 
His gathered people: 

Almighty God, Who forgives all who 
truly repent, have mercy upon you, †  

pardon and deliver you from all your 
sins, confirm and strengthen you in all 
goodness, and keep you in life  
eternal; through Jesus Christ, Our 
Lord. 
Amen. 
 

KYRIE ELEISON 
Lord, have mercy.  
Lord, have mercy. 
 

Christ, have mercy.  
Christ, have mercy. 
 

Lord, have mercy.  
Lord, have mercy. 
 

GLORIA in excelsis Deo 
We praise God by joining the angels and 
saints in their heavenly hymn: 

Glory to God in the highest  
and peace to His people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King,  
Almighty God and Father, 
we worship You,  
we give You thanks,  
we praise You for Your glory. 
 

Lord, Jesus Christ,  
only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
You take away the sins of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
You are seated at the  
right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
 

For You alone are the Holy One, 
You alone are the Lord, 



You alone are the Most High,  
Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
 

THE COLLECT 
The Church’s particular prayer for today: 

Let us pray. 
 

Almighty ever-living God, Who  
govern all things, both in heaven and 
on earth, mercifully hear the pleading 
of Your people and bestow Your 
peace on our times. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, Who lives and 
reigns with You in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and  
ever. 

!-5--56-}} 
     A-men. 

 

PLEASE BE SEATED 
The First  READING  
Isaiah 49.3, 5-6 
I will make you the light of the nations. 
The reading ends with the responsory: 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM  
39.2-4, 7-10  
With the responsorial verse: 

R Here I am, Lord! I come to do Your 

will. 

 

The Second READING 
1 Corinthians 1.1-3 
May God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ send you grace and peace. 
The reading ends with the responsory: 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

PLEASE STAND 
and turn to face the Gospel procession as it 

moves through the nave of the church. 
Gradual Hymn 
Hymns Old and New 658 
There is a Redeemer, 
Jesus, God’s own Son, 
precious Lamb of God, Messiah, 
Holy One. 
Thank You, O my Father, 
for giving us Your Son, 
and leaving Your Spirit 
till the work on earth is done. 
 

Jesus, my Redeemer,  
Name above all names, 
precious Lamb of God, Messiah, 
O for sinners slain. 
Thank You, O my Father… 
 

When I stand in glory, 
I will see His face, 
and there I’ll serve my King for ever, 
in that holy place. 
Thank You, O my Father... 
 
 



THE GOSPEL     
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
Blessing on the King Who comes in the 
name of the Lord! Peace in heaven and 
glory in the highest heavens!  
Alleluia, Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

A reading from the Holy Gospel  
according to John (1.29-34) 
Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

At the conclusion of the Gospel reading: 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

PLEASE BE SEATED 
THE HOMILY    
The Priest or another preaches on the Gospel 
reading or the theme of the day. 
 

PLEASE STAND 

THE creed    
We proclaim together the Faith of the Church: 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
Maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen.                                                 
 

We believe in one Lord,  
Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father;     
through Him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
He came down from heaven: 
We bow as we profess our belief in the  
Incarnation: 

WAS INCARNATE  
FROM THE HOLY SPIRIT       
AND THE VIRGIN MARY 
AND WAS MADE MAN. 

For our sake He was crucified  
under Pontius Pilate; 
He suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day He rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the  
right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory  
to judge the living and the dead, 
and His kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the Lord, the giver of life, 
Who proceeds from  
the Father and the Son, 
Who with the Father and the Son  
is worshiped and glorified, 
Who has spoken  
through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy Catholic  
and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism  
for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection  
of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PLEASE KNEEL 
or if you are unable to, please be seated. 

Intercessions 
For the Church, the world, our community, 
the sick and suffering, and for the departed. 

Lord, in Your mercy:  
hear our prayer. 

 

The ‘Hail Mary’, may be said, thus joining 
our prayers with hers and all God’s saints: 

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is 
with thee; Blessed art thou among 
women, and Blessed is the Fruit of 
thy womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother 
of God, pray for us sinners now  
and at the hour of our death.  
 

Prayers conclude with these or other words: 

Merciful Father, 
accept these prayers for the sake of 
Your Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ.  
Amen. 

 
PLEASE STAND 

THE PEACE 
Before receiving the Body and Blood of Christ,  
declaring that we are a community of love and 
affirming that we are at peace with each other, 
we shake hands with those around us. 

Lord Jesus Christ, Who said to Your 
apostles: Peace I leave you, my peace  
I give you; look not on our sins, but  
on the faith of Your Church and  
graciously grant her peace and unity 
in accordance with Your will: Who  
live and reign, for ever and ever.  
Amen. 
 

The Peace of the Lord  
be always with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Let us offer each other  
the sign of peace. 

PLEASE BE SEATED 
during the Offertory Hymn, and stand when 

the thurifer censes the congregation. 

OFFeRTORY HYMN 
Hymns Old and New 374 
Just as I am, without one plea 
but that Thy Blood was shed for me, 
and that Thou bidst me come to Thee, 
O Lamb of God, I come. 
 

Just as I am, though tossed about 
with many a conflict, many a doubt, 
fightings and fears, within, without, 
O Lamb of God, I come. 
 

Just as I am, poor, wretched, blind; 
sight, riches, healing of the mind, 
yea, all I need, in Thee to find, 
O Lamb of God, I come. 
 

Just as I am, Thou wilt receive, 
wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse,  
 relieve: 
because Thy promise I believe, 
O Lamb of God, I come. 
 

Just as I am, Thy Love unknown 
has broken ev’ry barrier down, 
now to be Thine, yea, Thine alone, 
O Lamb of God, I come. 
 

Just as I am, of that free love 
the breadth, length, depth, and height 
 to prove, 
here for a season, then above, 
O Lamb of God, I come. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



the liturgy OF THE EUCHARIST 
Pray, brothers and sisters, that my  
sacrifice and yours may be acceptable 
to God the Almighty Father. 
May the Lord accept the sacrifice at 
your hands, for the praise and glory  
of His Name, for our good, and the 
good of all His holy Church. 
 

Grant us, O Lord, we pray, that we 
may participate worthily in these 
mysteries, for whenever the memorial 
of this Sacrifice is celebrated the work 
of our redemption is accomplished. 
Through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our 
God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

The Priest leads the Faithful in the Preface to 
the Eucharistic Prayer, which concludes: 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth  
are full of Your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He Who comes  
in the Name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

The Eucharistic Prayer continues and the 
bread and wine, by the power of the Holy  
Spirit, become the True Body and Blood of 
Jesus Christ. We bow as the Priest genuflects.  
 

 
 

The mystery of Faith:  
Christ has died,  Christ is risen,   
Christ will come again. 
 

The Eucharistic Prayer continues, concluding 
with the words: 
...Through Him, and with Him, and in 
Him, O God almighty Father, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and 
honour is Yours, for ever and ever. 

!-5--56-}} 
     A-men. 
 

The LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, Who art in heaven, 
hallowed be Thy Name; 
Thy kingdom come; 
Thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those  
who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 

AGNUS DEI     
Lamb of God, You take away  
the sins of the world; 
have mercy on us. 
 

Lamb of God, You take away  
the sins of the world; 
have mercy on us. 
 

Lamb of God, You take away  
the sins of the world; 
grant us peace. 



ECCE AGNUS DEI   
Behold the Lamb of God, behold Him 
who takes away the sins of the world;  
blessed are those called to the Supper 
of the Lamb. 
Lord, I am not worthy  that You 
should enter under my roof,        
We strike our breast. 
but only say the word and my soul 
shall be healed. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
We have come to know and to believe 
in the love that God has for us.  
1 John 4.16 
 

If you are a baptised member of a church that 
believes in the Holy Trinity and you receive 
communion there, you are welcome to receive 
Communion here with us here today.  
Otherwise, please come forward with this 
sheet to receive God’s blessing. 
 

Communion hymns 
Hymns Old and New 199 
Gather around for the table is spread, 
welcome the food and the rest! 
Wide is our circle, with Christ at the 
 head, 
He is the honoured guest. 
Learn of His love, grow in His grace, 
pray for the peace He gives; 
here at this meal, here in this place. 
know that His Spirit lives! 
Once He was known 
in the breaking of bread, 
shared with a chosen few; 
multitudes gathered 
and by Him were fed, 
so will He feed us too. 

† 

Hymns Old & New 297 
How sweet the Name of Jesus sounds 
in a believer’s ear! 
It soothes our sorrow, heals our 
 wounds, 
and drives away our fear. 
 

It makes the wounded spirit whole, 
and calms the troubled breast; 
‘tis manna to the hungry soul, 
and to the weary rest. 
 

Dear Name! the rock on which I build, 
my shield and hiding-place, 
my never-failing treas’ry filled 
with boundless stores of grace. 
 

Jesus, my shepherd, brother, friend, 
my prophet, priest, and king, 
my Lord, my life, my way, my end, 
accept the praise I bring. 
 
Weak is the effort of my heart, 
and cold my warmest thought; 
but when I see Thee as Thou art, 
I’ll praise Thee as I ought. 
 

Till then I would Thy love proclaim 
with ev’ry fleeting breath, 
and may the music of Thy Name 
refresh my soul at death.  

 
PLEASE STAND 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
 

Pour on us, O Lord, the Spirit of Your 
love, and in Your kindness make 
those You have nourished by this one  
heavenly Bread one in mind and 
heart. Through Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 



If candidates for Baptism are with us: 

anointing of Catechumens  
N., we anoint you with the oil of  
salvation in the Name of Christ our 
Saviour; may He strengthen you with 
His power, Who lives and reigns for 
ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 

BLESSING and DISMISSAL 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

...and the blessing of Almighty God, 

the Father, † and the Son, and the  

Holy Spirit, come down on you  
and remain with you for ever.  
Amen. 
 

Go forth the Mass is ended. 
Thanks be to God.  

 
Recessional Hymn 
Hymns Old & New 756  
Ye servants of God,  
your Master proclaim,  
and publish abroad  
His wonderful Name;  
the Name all victorious  
of Jesus extol:  
His kingdom is glorious,  
and rules over all.  
 

God ruleth on high,  
almighty to save;  
and still He is nigh:  
His presence we have:  
the great congregation  
His triumph shall sing,  
ascribing salvation  
to Jesus our King. 
 

Salvation to God  
Who sits on the throne!  
let all cry aloud,  
and honour the Son.  
The praises of Jesus  
the angels proclaim,  
fall down on their faces,  
and worship the Lamb.  
 

Then let us adore,  
and give Him His right:  
all glory and pow’r,  
all wisdom and might,  
and honour and blessing,  
with angels above,  
and thanks never-ceasing,  
and infinite love. 
 
 
 
 

Please take this 
pewsheet home 

with you  
&  

do join us in the hall  
after Mass for  

tea & coffee. 
 

 

 
 
 
 



Ministry this Sunday 
19th January 2020 

 

Sidespeople: Gaynor Cart & Neil Marston 
Offertory: Eileen Kerr & Jayne Pearce 
Readers: Jean Moore & Peter Kerr 
Intercessions: Paul Allred 
Coffee: Veronica Grice & Elizabeth Neale 
 

Ministry next Sunday 
26th January 2019 

 

Sidespeople: Veronica & Peter Grice 
Offertory: Irene Ford & Pauline Goodman 
Readers: Helen & Paul Allred 
Intercessor: Fr Brian 
Coffee: Eileen Chatwin & Olivia Timms 

 

For your prayers 

Pray for the sick and those in need, especially for Doreen Currie, Paul Sharp, 
Sue Mobberly, John Suggett, Lauren Glynn, Ivy Harris, Dave Burchnall,  
Mavis Ashley, Marylin Wallace, Ben Freeman, Becky Sheldon, Edna Watkins, 
Stuart Woolridge, Yvonne Morgan, Anne McManus, & Alistair King. 
 

Pray for the recently departed among them Kenneth Chester & Mary Daffern. 
Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord.  
 

Pray for those whose anniversary of death falls this week, among whom  
Freda Knight (20th Jan.), James Frederick Cox (22nd Jan.),  & Ruth Liddell 
(24th Jan.),  
Jesu mercy, Mary pray.  

 

Flowers 

Thanks to Mrs Hancock for the flowers in church this week.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Notices 
 

PRAYERS IN THE HOLY LAND Paul & Helen are pleased to pray for your 
intentions when they are in the Holy Land. If there is anything or anyone you 
would like them to pray for while they follow in the footsteps of Our Blessed 
Lord, please fill in one of the Intercession slips at the back of church and hand 
it to them. 
 

CASH FOR CARDS raised a fabulous ₤130 which will be taken direct to the 
La Creche orphanage in Bethlehem this week. Thank you for your support. 
 

BURNS DAY BRUNCH Grab your friends and family and come and get 
yourself stuck into the world-famous Abbey Burns Day Brunch between 9.30 
and 11.30am this coming Saturday (25th January) in the Church Hall. 
 

PCC MEETING The next meeting of the Parochial Church Council will take 
place on Tuesday 21st January, beginning with the 7.30pm Mass. 
 

THE CENACLE Building on the joys of last week’s celebrations, in this 
month’s gathering of The Cenacle, we’ll be taking a closer look at the great 
sacrament of Confirmation—come and take the chance to reconnect with and 
reembrace this great gift of God. 7.30pm Friday 31st January in the Church 

Hall. It’s fun, informal, engaging, and there’s dessert! What’s not to like? 
Come along. If anyone can help provide dessert, please let Fr Tom know.  

 

FAIRS & FUNCTIONS COMMITTEE will meet  next on Wednesday 5th 
February at 7.30pm at The Vicarage. Do come along to help plan this year’s 
events—everyone is welcome.    
 

PLEASE LET THE VICAR KNOW if you know of any of our number are sick 
or anyone who would like or is in need of the Church’s ministry. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Conversion of St Paul (detail) 
Caravaggio (c. 1600) 



For all the saints, who from their labours rest... 

 The Conversion of St Paul 
 

St Paul’s entire life can be explained in terms of one experience—his meeting 
with Jesus on the road to Damascus. In an instant, he saw that all the zeal of 
his dynamic personality was being wasted, like the strength of a boxer 
swinging wildly. Perhaps he had never seen Jesus, Who was only a few years 
older. But he had acquired a zealot’s hatred of all Jesus stood for, as he began 
to harass the Church: “…entering house after house and dragging out men 
and women, he handed them over for imprisonment” (Acts 8.3b). Paul, of 
course, had stood by and assisted those who stoned to death the first martyr 
of the Church, St Stephen (Acts 7.57-8.1). Now Paul himself was ‘entered’, 
possessed, all his energy harnessed to one goal—being a slave of Christ in the 
ministry of reconciliation, an instrument to help others experience the one 
true Saviour. 
 

One sentence determined his theology: “I am Jesus, Whom you are  
persecuting” (Acts 9.5b). Jesus was mysteriously identified with people—the 
loving group of people Saul had been running down like criminals, the 
Church. Jesus, Paul saw, was the mysterious fulfilment of all that he had 
been blindly pursuing. From then on, his only work was to “present  
everyone perfect in Christ. For this I labour and struggle, in accord with the 
exercise of His power working within me” (Colossians 1.28b-29). “For our 
gospel did not come to you in word alone, but also in power and in the Holy 
Spirit and [with] much conviction” (1 Thessalonians 1.5a). 
 

Paul’s life became a tireless proclaiming and living out of the message of the 
Cross: Christians die baptismally to sin and are buried with Christ; they are 
dead to all that is sinful and unredeemed in the world. They are made into a 
new creation, already sharing Christ’s victory and someday to rise from the 
dead like Him. Through this risen Christ the Father pours out the Spirit on 
them, making them completely new. So Paul’s great message to the world 
was: You are saved entirely by God, not by anything you can do. Saving faith 
is the gift of total, free, personal and loving commitment to Christ, a  
commitment that then bears fruit in more “works” than the Law could ever 
contemplate. 
 

We pray with St Paul for our own continual conversion to Christ, for the  
conversion of this Parish, our country, and of the whole world.   
 

St Paul the Apostle, pray for us! 
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Worship this week and Prayer Diary 
 
 

MONDAY 20TH JANUARY 
Weekday in Ordinary Time Feria 

Pray for our neighbours on Mount St. Passage, Marsdale Drive,  
& Montana Walk; and for all living in poverty. (Mark 2.18-22) 

 

TUESDAY 21ST JANUARY 
St Agnes, Virgin & Martyr Memoria 

8am HOLY ROSARY + 8.30am MORNING PRAYER + 7.30pm MASS 
Pray for our neighbours on Monmouth Gardens, Mount Pleasant Terrace,  

& Norfolk Crescent; and for our PCC meeting this evening. (Matt. 13.44-46) 
 

WEDNESDAY 22ND JANUARY 
Weekday in Ordinary Time Feria 

8am HOLY ROSARY + 8.30am MORNING PRAYER + 11.30am MASS 
Pray for our neighbours on North St., Northumberland Ave., Olton Place,  

Pool Rd., & Queens Rd.; and for the churches of the East. (Mark 3.1-6) 
 

THURSDAY 23RD JANUARY 
Weekday in Ordinary Time Feria 

8am MASS + 8.30am MORNNG PRAYER + 9.30am ABBEY SCHOOL 
Pray for our neighbours on Queen Elizabeth Rd., Richmond Rd., Rutland Ave.,  

& Rivermead; and for our two schools. (Mark 3.7-12) 
 

FRIDAY 24TH JANUARY 
St Francis de Sales, Bishop & Doctor of the Church Memoria  

8am HOLY ROSARY + 8.30am MORNNG PRAYER + 11.30am MASS  
Pray for our neighbours on Sheelin Crescent., St Mary's Rd., Sandon Rd.,  

& Sandringham Court; and for unity in God’s holy Church. (John 15.9-17) 
 

SATURDAY 25TH JANUARY 
The Conversion of St Paul, Apostle Feast 

9am HOLY ROSARY + 9.30am MORNING PRAYER + 10am MASS 
Pray for our neighbours on Somerset Drive, Stanley Rd., Stoney Rd.,  

& Suffolk Close; and for the conversion of this country. (Mark 16.15-18) 
 

SUNDAY 26TH JANUARY 
THE  THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  

8am Said Mass + 9.30am Confessions 
10.15AM PARISH MASS & CHILDREN’S CHURCH 

 


